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Needles & Extras
•  Size 9 (5.5 mm) needles OR SIZE 

NEEDED TO OBTAIN GAUGE
•  Size 8 (5 mm) double-pointed 

needles (dpn)
• Four stitch holders
• Blunt-end yarn needle

Notes
Gauge
14 sts and 22 rows = 4" (10 cm) in St 
st (knit all RS rows, purl all WS rows) 
with MC and larger needles. TAKE 
TIME TO CHECK YOUR GAUGE.

Intermediate

Voluptuous vines and leaves, fanciful flowers—clearly 
Mother Nature inspired this classy felted carryall. 

The floral pattern is duplicate-stitched after the bag front 
is knitted. The I-cord handles, closure, and knotted 

button are added before the entire bag is felted.
Designed by Nicky Epstein    Photographed by Tony Lattari

Sizes
Finished Measurements
Before felting: 14×18"
After felting: 133⁄4×14"

Note: Floral design is worked in 
Duplicate Stitch embroidery after 
Front piece has been knitted. 
Duplicate Stitch embroidery causes 
minimal width shrinkage.

tapestry
bag

felted

Materials
Yarns
Worsted weight 100% 
(feltable) wool, approx 
500 yds. (460 m) in 
brown (MC)

DK weight 100% 
(feltable) wool, approx 
80 yds. (73 m) each in 
gold, light pink, light blue-green, dark 
pink, and dark blue-green
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FRONT
Using larger needles and MC, cast on 
40 sts. K 1 row, p 1 row. Cont in St st 
(k every RS row, p every WS row), 
casting on 2 sts at beg of next 6 rows—
52 sts. Inc 1 st at beg of next 8 rows—
60 sts. Work even until there are 78 rows 
from beg, ending with a WS row.

Shape top
Next row (RS): Bind off 8 sts, k14 
(counting sts on RH needle), attach 
another ball of yarn, bind off next 16 sts, 
k to end.
Next row: Bind off 8 sts, p to end—
14 sts each side.
Next row: Working each side 
separately, ssk, k to last 2 sts, k2tog—
12 sts each side.
Next row: P all sts. Rep these last 
2 rows until 4 sts rem on each side. 
 Place sts on holders.

BACK
Work same as Front.

HANDLE (MAKE 2)

Slide sts from one Front holder onto 
larger needle. Work St st for 24", ending 
with a WS row.

Knit
Next row (RS): Insert right needle 
into fi rst st on LH needle, then into fi rst 
st on rem Front holder; k the 2 sts tog. 
Rep with rem 3 sts. Bind off all sts. Knit 
Handles for Back in same manner.

Embroidery
Following Tapestry Bag Chart, opposite, 
and working on knit side of Front, 
embroider the design using DK-weight 
yarns and Duplicate st, page 268.

POCKET (MAKE 2)

Using larger needles and MC, cast on 25 
sts. Work St st until piece measures 5", 
ending with a RS row. K 3 rows for top 
edge. Bind off all sts. Sew Pocket to purl 
side of Front 2½" down from center of 
top edge. Sew second Pocket to Back in 
same manner.

GUSSET
Using larger needles and MC, cast on 
18 sts. Work in St st until piece 
measures 50" or length needed to fi t 
along side and bottom edges of Front 
piece. When correct length has been 
obtained, bind off all sts.
 With knit sides tog, sew one long edge 
of Gusset to Front along side and bottom 
edges. Sew rem long side to Back in 
same manner.

CORDS
Top I-cord edging
Measure circumference of top edge 
of bag. Using dpn and MC, cast on 5 
sts. *K5, do not turn work, slide sts to 
opposite end of needle, rep from * until 
cord measures same as circumference 
of Bag. Bind off all sts. Beg at center of 
Back, sew cord along top edge of Bag.

Cord closure loop
Work same as top I-cord edging until 
cord measures 7". Leave sts on needle, 
pick up the 5 cast-on sts (there are 
now 10 sts on needle and the cord has 
formed a loop). Work 10 sts even in St 
st (do not slide sts to form a cord) for 
1⁄2". Bind off all sts. Working on knit side 
of Back, center bound-off edge of cord 
closure loop 1" down from top edge so 
loop extends upward; sew 10-st portion 
of cord closure loop to Bag. 

Cord button
Work same as top I-cord edging until 
cord measures 2". Bind off all sts. Tie 
it into a knot. Thread cast-on tail and 
bind-off tail through yarn needle and sew 
knot to center of top edge of Front just 
below top I-cord edging.

FELTING
Follow felting instructions on page 270.

Felting Tips

Make a swatch. 
If you’re new to felting, make a swatch, wash it, and 
observe how the swatch transforms itself to become 
something totally new. Note how the swatch changes 
in appearance and size with each successive washing.

Keep a felting journal. 
Write down the needle size and the yarn you’ve felted. Be 
sure to include information such as the number of stitches, 
size of the swatch before felting, and number of washings. 
Next time you’ll have a felting record for that yarn.

Add felted embellishments. 
To make felted embellishments of a contrasting color, 
knit a straight piece of stockinette stitching, felt it by 
washing it at least twice, cut out the shapes you want, and 
then wash them once more to soften the blunt cut edges. 
Or consider buying secondhand wool sweaters at thrift 
sales for the same purpose. Wash them twice and then 
cut them into the desired shapes. 
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Color Key

Light Blue-Green
Dark Blue-Green
Gold
Light Pink

Stitch Key

French Knot
Stem Stitch

Dark Pink

Felted Tapestry Bag Chart
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