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3 Type </nav> at the end of the 
navigation links.

4 To add CSS styles to the navigation 
area, click inside the <nav> tag 
and type class=”?”, replacing ? 
with a class name.

3

4

1 Type <nav> where you want to 
begin the navigation.

2 Type the navigation links.

 This example places the links in an 
unordered list.

2

1

Define Navigation

You can use the <nav> tag to define a set of important navigational links to other pages on your site. By 
applying CSS rules to a group of <nav> links, you can display them in different ways — for example, as a 

row of buttons beneath a page header or as list in a column on the side of a page.

Defining navigational content with a special tag allows a browser to treat that content differently from the 
other content in your page. For example, a browser could temporarily hide the navigation if space was needed 
to display more essential information. For more about links in HTML5, see Chapter 7.

Define Navigation
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CHAPTER

11Adding Semantic Tags

TIP
How can I give my navigation links fancy backgrounds?
You can give your navigation links fancy multicolor or gradient backgrounds by applying a background image to the links. Using the 
same HTML as in the example above, you can follow these steps:
1 Create and save your background image in an image editor. Save the image in a web-friendly format such as JPEG, GIF, or PNG 

in the same directory as your HTML file.

2 In the style declaration for the <li> tag, type background-image:url(‘?’), replacing ? with the name of the 
image file.

Note: The web browser places the image behind the link text.  For more about background images, see Chapter 6.

! The web browser displays the 
navigation area in the page with 
the styles applied.

 Similar to the header, the 
navigation content spans the width 
of the page with the inner links 
aligned to the left, the default 
alignment.

5 In your style sheet, type nav.?, 
replacing ? with the name of the 
class.

6 Type a declaration for the 
navigation area, separating multiple 
style rules with ; characters.

! This example includes styles for the 
<ul> and <li> tags that remove 
the list bullets and create a 
horizontal row of links.

Note: For more about styling bulleted 
lists, see Chapter 5.

5

6
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