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 The Parental Controls preferences 
pane opens.

3 Click Web.

 The Web pane appears.

4 In the Website Restrictions area, 
click Try to limit access to adult 
websites automatically if you 
want to prevent access to adult 
websites (  changes to ). For 
more control, go to step 9.

5 Click Customize.

1 In the Users & Groups preferences 
pane, click the user account you 
want to change.

Note: To open the System Preferences 
window and unlock the settings, see 
the task “Create a User Account for 
Another Person,” earlier in this chapter.

2 Click Open Parental Controls.

Prevent a User from Seeing Inappropriate Content on the Web

The web includes sites containing almost every known depravity, so it is a good idea to use the 
web options in Parental Controls to restrict the websites that the user can access using Safari, the 

web browser that comes with Mac OS X.

You can set the web options to either try to limit access to adult websites or to allow the user to 
access only a list of websites that you approve. This limiting of access works only for Safari, not for 
any other browsers you may install on your iMac, so you should make Safari the only web browser the 
user is allowed to run, as described in the previous task.

Prevent a User from Seeing Inappropriate  
Content on the Web
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TIP
How effective is the blocking of adult websites?
The blocking of adult websites is only partly effective. Mac OS X can block sites that identify themselves as 
adult sites using standard rating criteria, but many adult sites either do not use ratings or do not rate their 
content accurately. Because of this, do not rely on Mac OS X to block all adult material. It is much more 
effective to choose Allow access to only these websites and provide a list of acceptable sites. You can 
add to the list by vetting and approving extra sites when the user needs to access them.

9 To allow the user to visit only certain 
websites, click Allow access to only 
these websites (  changes to ).

! A list of inoffensive websites appears.

0 To add a site, click Add ( ) and then 
click Add Bookmark.

! In the dialog that appears, type a 
descriptive name for the website.

@ Type the website’s address.

# Click OK, and the site appears in the list.

$ To remove a site, click it and then click 
Remove ( ).

Note: When you permit a user to visit only 
certain websites, those sites appear on the 
Bookmarks bar in Safari.

6 In the Customize dialog, click Add ( ).

7 Type the web address to disallow and 
press .

Note: You can also add permitted addresses 
to the Always Allow These Websites field.

8 Click OK.
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