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The Vatican 
The home of the Catholic Church, a tiny independent state tucked within central Rome, holds 
some of the city’s most spectacular sights, including St. Peter’s Basilica, the Vatican Museums, 
and Michelangelo’s Sistine ceiling.  
 
Ancient Rome 
The Colosseum and the Roman Forum are remarkable ruins from Rome’s ancient past. Sitting 
above it all is the Campidoglio, with a piazza designed by Michelangelo and museums 
containing Rome’s finest collection of ancient art. 
 
Galleria Borghese, Rome 
Only the best could only satisfy the aesthetic taste of Cardinal Scipione Borghese, 
and that means famed Bernini sculptures, great paintings by Titian and Raphael, and the most 
spectacular 17th-century palace in Rome. 
 
Basilica di San Francesco, Assisi 
The giant basilica—made up of two churches, one built on top of the other— honors St. Francis 
with its remarkable fresco cycles. 
 
Piazza del Campo, Siena 
Siena is Tuscany’s classic medieval hill town, and its heart is the Piazza del Campo, the 
beautiful, one-of-a-kind town square. 
 
Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence 
The Uffizi—Renaissance art’s hall of fame—contains masterpieces by Leonardo, Michelangelo, 
Raphael, Botticelli, Caravaggio, and dozens of other luminaries. 
 
Duomo, Florence 
 The massive dome of Florence’s Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore (aka the Duomo) is one of 
the world’s great feats of engineering.  
 
Ravenna’s Mosaics 
This small, out-of-the-way city houses perhaps the world’s greatest treasure trove of early 
Christian art. The exquisite and surprisingly moving 5th- and 6th-century mosaics decorating 
several churches and other religious buildings still retain their startling brilliance. 
 
Giotto’s Frescoes in the Scrovegni Chapel, Padua 
Dante’s contemporary Giotto decorated this chapel with an eloquent and beautiful fresco cycle. 
Its convincing human dimension helped to change the course of Western art.  
 
Palladio’s Villas and Palazzi 
The 16th-century genius Andrea Palladio is one of the most influential figures in the history of 
architecture. You can visit his creations in his hometown of Vicenza, in and around Venice, and 
outside Treviso. 
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Venice’s Piazza San Marco 
The centerpiece of Venice’s main square is the Basilica di San Marco, arguably the most 
beautiful Byzantine church in the West. Right next door is the Venetian Gothic Palazzo Ducale, 
which was so beloved by the Venetians that when it burnt down in the 16th century, they had 
their palace rebuilt come era, dove era—exactly how and where it was. 
 
Venice’s Grand Canal 
No one ever forgets a first trip down the Grand Canal. The sight of its magnificent palaces, with 
the light reflected from the canal’s waters shimmering across their facades, is one of Italy’s great 
experiences. 


