ENTER THE BEATLES

The Silver Beetles

By the start of 1960, the Quarry Men were down to John,
Paul and George. John had met another art student, Stuart
Sutcliffe, a brilliant artist. They quickly became close, and
John persuaded Stu to buy a bass guitar and join the band.
Local promoter Allan Williams gave them some gigs at his
tiny Jacaranda club, and found them a drummer, 36-year-old
professional Tommy Moore. It was Moore who recommended
a proper name — something like Buddy Holly’s Crickets.
Stu jokingly suggested the Beetles, which John twisted to
Beatles. Everyone at the Jacaranda hated that, and they
became the Silver Beetles.

When Billy Fury needed a backing group, the Silver
Beetles tried out. They didn't get the job, but Larry Parnes,
the impresario behind Fury, was impressed enough to
offer them a tour of Scotland with another singer, Johnny
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Gentle. The tour wasn't long, but Moore was injured on
only the second night. He limped through, but quit music
immediately afterwards.

Williams had placed a couple of bands in a German
nightclub, and was in need of a third. The Beatles — as the
Silver Beetles now insisted on being called — seemed viable.
The band members leapt at the chance. As drummer, they
recruited acquaintance Pete Best, who they knew from their
time in his mother's venue, the Kasbah Coffee Club. Then
they charged off to Hamburg.

The German Adventure

Germany was a trial by fire for the Beatles. Initially, the band
worked on a very cramped stage in the miniscule Indra club,
and lived jammed together in one small, noisy room above a
cinema across the road. Four-hour sets added to everyone’s
exhaustion. John’s manic stage capering won increasing
interest though. When the Indra was closed down because
of noise complaints, the band moved to the owner’s other
club, the Kaiserkeller. Here they worked alongside fellow
Williams placements Rory Storm and the Hurricanes. Rory’s
flamboyant drummer, Richard Starkey, insisted on wearing
gaudy rings on every finger, and was known to everyone as
Ringo Starr.

Gradually friendships formed between the bands. When
the Hurricanes’ bass player Lou Walters wanted to cut
a record as a singer, John, Paul and George went to help.
Ringo was there too. It was the first time the four ever
played together. Stu meanwhile had made some art friends,
including a talented photographer and artist, Astrid
Kirchherr. The two quickly fell in love, and it was Kirchherr
who suggested the Beatles needed a style. She made them
clothes, and invented the famous mop-top look.

Things were starting to look up. Towards the end of their
Kaiserkeller gig, the band were offered a much better deal at
the Top Ten club. They accepted, but the Kaiserkeller's owner
was furious. A ‘surprise’ police passport check the next day
revealed George was underage, and he was deported. A few
days later John and Paul were booted out too, for some minor
accidental arson. Stu had little choice but to follow. It was
a bleak moment.
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