A FATAL BLOW

leapt at the chance. Brian, who had plans to meet friends
at his country home on Friday, turned down the invitation.
But something obviously went awry, and on Friday evening,
Brian left to return to London. He was found dead in his bed
on Sunday morning, having not surfaced since his Friday
return. The cause was an overdose of sleeping pills.

There is still some controversy over the death. It was
registered as accidental, although very few believed that.
However, some researchers have suggested that it may
have been murder, linked to intrigue relating to Beatles
merchandising. Support is claimed from the death a year
later of David Jacobs, who had signed the merchandising
deal, and who begged for police protection in the weeks
leading up to his death.

The Magical Mystery Tour

Brian’s death made the Beatles, if anything, even more
resolute about controlling their own affairs. After the triple
triumph of ‘Strawberry Fields Forever’, Sgt Pepper and the
rave reception of ‘All You Need Is Love’ debuted as part of
the world’s first live global TV broadcast, the Beatles could
be forgiven for thinking that they were invincible. The project
they had just begun as Brian died was a television musical,
The Magical Mystery Tour. They launched into it like a bunch
of first-year film-school students with an unfeasibly large
budget, doing everything themselves. It was a shambles.

®

The main problem was simply the logistics of organizing
such a project — precisely the type of thing at which Brian
had always excelled. The filming was a fiasco. Viewing
the project as if it were an English working-class seaside
outing, Paul populated a tour bus with sideshow freaks
and renegades from the musical hall era to travel around
with the Beatles and experience the magic of the English
countryside. With no itinerary, no permissions and no
advance bookings for catering, accommodation or facilities,
the whole thing was ridiculous. It took the band 11 weeks to
edit it down to an hour-long programme.

The soundtrack, a pair of EPs, received reasonable
interest, but critics weren’'t wowed. The stand-out track was
John’s ‘I Am The Walrus’, which eventually became massively
influential. The nonsense lyrics were written, at least in
part, to cock a snook at the hordes of critics who insisted on
analysing the band’s every word. But if the soundtrack was
met lukewarmly, the film itself found outright hostility. It's
less reviled now, something of a quirky Beatles home movie,
but it served as nasty punctuation for what had bheen a hard
four months.
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