Julia

Julia Stanley was born on March 12, 1914, the daughter of George and Annie Stanley. She was the
fourth of five children, all girls, and had a reputation for being impulsive, flighty and highly humorous.
She was also musically talented however, as was her mostly absent husband, Alf ‘Freddy’ Lennon. Their
only child together, John, was her first, but she went on to have three daughters — the first of whom she
put up for adoption, under pressure.

Although John spent most of his childhood living with his aunts, especially Mimi, Julia remained
close to him, keeping in very regular contact. She strongly encouraged his musical and free-spirited
tendencies, and bought him his first guitar despite Mimi’s significant disapproval. In his teenage
years, John often stayed at the house she shared with Bobby Dykins and their daughters, Julia and
Jacqui.

Julia was killed on July 15, 1958 by a drunk learner-driver, an off-duty policeman named Eric Clague.
Drunk driving was not illegal at the time, and Clague testified that she just walked out of the hedge-
lined central reservation straight in front of him. He was acquitted of all charges.

Julia was buried in Liverpool’s Allerton Cemetary.






