
$352 Walmart Revenues

$300 Yearly amount given to charity by Americans

$11

Walmart Profits

$41  
Bejing
Olympics

$27  
Gift 
Cards

$32 
Video Games Market

$46 
Bill Gates’
fortune

$175 
Google Value

$440 US Defence Budget

$60 China

Russia

$54 Feed every child in 
the world for a year

$102 
Iraq War 06

$60
Iraq War 
Predicted
Cost
2003

$133 
Iraq War 07

$3000 Iraq War 
estimated total

$21
To save the Amazon 
Rainforest    

$97 Internet Porn    

$18
Yoga 
Industry

$15
Facebook

$3

$206 Big Tobacco Settlement   

OPEC Climate Change Fund

$465 Feed and educate every
child on earth for five years

$11

$21
$19

$385 
Worldwide Advertising Spend

$20

Online Advertising

$320 
Global illegal drug market

$316 Bribes received by
Russian officials

$68 Convert all cars in US
to ethanol

$515 To shift the entire world to
solar power and renewable energies 

$534 Global Pharmaceutical Market

Erectile Dysfunction Anti-depressants
Freebies for

doctors

$230 Manned Mission
to Mars

$520 OPEC earnings

$11 

spending earning giving fighting losing illin’   

source: MSNBC, Guardian, Washington Post, Forbes, UNODC, BBC News. All figures 2006-07 unless otherwise stated.010 �| 011010 �| 011

Billion-Dollar-O-Gram
Billions spent on this. Billions spent on that. It’s all relative, right?



$24 
Wall St
bonuses
2006

$18 
Wall St
bonuses
2008

$115 The Marshall Plan to rebuild Europe
after WWII (in today’s dollars)

$823 NASA’s total all time budget (1958-)$500 The New Deal, the US recovery package 
after t he Great Depression of 1933 
(in today’s dollars)

$7800  Estimated total cost of financial crisis to US Government

$238 UK government bailouts $570 Chinese government stimulus package, Nov 08

$67 
German
gov bailout
Jan 09

$35 
French
gov bailout
Dec 08

$36 
Wall St
bonuses
2007

WincingSpending Giving Crying

$200 Africa’s entire debt to
Western nations

source: Wikipedia, Guardian, Business Week, Ritzholtz.com012 �| 013012 �| 013



richest 20%
of the world

poorest 20%

82.7%

1.4%

062 �| 063062 �| 063

Sex Education
% virgin students by university subject

Godless Swedes
% of atheists, agnostics & non-believers

Net Increase
Internet traffic growth

Bottoms Up 
% of world’s wealth owned by...

Clear Cut
Drop in HIV transmission in circumcized males 

Left Hand Path
Increased wealth of left-handed men

source: MIT/Wellesley college magazine, Counterpoint 2001. source: Adherents.com [via Swivel.com]. Upper limits in ranges used.

source: Cisco. source: Lafayette College and Johns Hopkins University study.

Does not apply to left-handed women.

source: UN source: University Of Melbourne, BBC News
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Spain Iceland NZ
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South
Korea
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5%

85%

50%

Anthropology

Studio Art

Art History

Neuroscience

Computer Science

Spanish

English

French

Philosophy

History

Economics

Undecided

Psychology

International Relations

Biology

Political Science

Biochemistry

Mathematics

Entire internet per year 
1993

Internet per second 
2008

YouTube per month, 2008Internet per year, 2000

26%

55%
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Simple Part I

85%

50%
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HOLLYWOODHOLLYWOOD

total contributions

Antarctic ice sheet 
(S. Pole) 61m

Greenland ice sheet 
7m

Heating ocean expanding
1m per century

W. Arctic ice sheet 6m

Already happened
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source: IPCC, UN Sea Levels Report, Realclimate.org, Telegraph.co.uk094 �| 095094 �| 095

Rising Sea Levels
How long have we got?
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