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“I am understandably leery of sticking my head into the mouth of the electronic
lion,” were John Updike’s first words when he agreed to author for us the opening
and closing to the first-ever, on-line, collaborative writing contest. His opening
three paragraphs hit our Web site on July 29, 1997.
Through the uniqueness of the Web, for 46 days, people from all over
the world enthusiastically followed the story of Tasso Polk. Thousands of
authors contributed superb entriés, expressing strong and sometimes hilarious
(Elvis Presley, John Updike himself, and many others, showed up in some of the
non-winning entries) vision of how Tasso should behave. Each day Amazon.com’s
judges whooped, hollered and pleaded for their favorite entry to win the day’s
prize and be added to the story. Each day the mystery grew more intriguing.
Enclosed is a special publication of this collaborative and eclectic story.

We had a lot of fun with it. We hope you did too!

Jeff B_ezos
Founder & CEQO, Amazon.com






