
If intense, post-fight sex scares you, I’m not the woman 

for you (amateur big-boned cage wrestler, 62). Box no. 

8744.

The low-resolution personal ad. When viewed from a dis-

tance it looks amazing, but up close it’s pretty poor. Man, 

35, Gwent. Box no. 7863.

Nothing says ‘I love you’ in a more sincere way than 

being woken with champagne and pastries and roses. 

Apart from a dog with peanut butter on the roof of his 

mouth. Write, we’ll meet, sleep together and—in the 

morning, just before my friend’s wife tells me to get 

off their sofa and get out of their house—I’ll show you 

Winston’s trick. It’s hilarious. You’ll have to bring the 

peanut butter though—they’ve put locks on all the kitchen 

cupboards. Man, 26. Box no. 6433.

My last seven adverts in this column were influenced by 

the early catalogue of Krautrock band, Paternoster. This 

one, however, is based entirely around the work of Gil 

Scott-Heron. Man, 32. Possibly the last person you want 

to be stood next to at a house-party you’ve been dragged 

along to by a friend who wants to get off with the flatmate 

of the guy whose birthday it is. Hey! Have you ever heard 

Boards of Canada? They’re amazing; I’ll burn you a CD.9 

Box no. 3178.

9  Paternoster—progressive Austrian Krautrock band largely unknown beyond 
circles of Krautrock enthusiasts. They realised one (self-titled) album in 1972 
(Ohrwaschl Records). Gil Scott-Heron—American poet and musician considered 
one of the earliest pioneers of political rap music and best known for the poem 
and song ‘The Revolution Will Not Be Televised’. Boards of Canada—one of the 
musical projects of Scottish brothers Michael Sandison and Marcus Eoin. The 
name is taken from the National Film Board of Canada (see p. 41, n. 34).
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This advert is about as close as I come to meaningful 

interaction with other adults. Woman, 51. Not good at par-

ties but tremendous breasts. Box no. 5436.

Years of cigarette smoke can put one hell of a patina on 

a guy’s complexion. F with hot soapy water, coarse brush 

and a poor sense of smell/sobriety required by jug-faced M, 

57. Box no. 4674.

I’m no Victoria’s Secret model.10 Man, 62. Box no. 3280.

Meet the new face of indoor bowling! More or less the 

same as the old face, but less facial hair and better teeth. M, 

28. Box no. 3377.

I cannot guarantee you’ll fall in love with me, but I can 

promise you the best home-brewed beetroot wine you’ll 

have ever tasted. Now if that doesn’t sound like a fer-

mented bucket of yummy siphoned lustiness I just don’t 

know what does. Man, 41. Stupid like wow! Box no. 9851.

It is my manifest destiny to find a man through this col-

umn and marry him. Woman, 103. Box no. 2134.

The celebrity I resemble the most is Potsie from Happy Days. 

What feels so right can’t be wrong. Man, 46.11 Box no. 2480.

10  US retailer of women’s lingerie.

11  Happy Days—US sitcom that ran from 1974 until 1984. The show was set in 
the 1950s and 1960s and centred on the Cunningham family of Milwaukee. A 
supporting character, Warren ‘Potsie’ Weber, was one of the few characters to run 
the entire course of the series and was played by Anson Williams, second cousin 
of Dr. Henry Heimlich, known for the Heimlich Manoeuvre for treating choking 
victims. The show’s theme tune (composed by Charles Fox and Norman Gimbel) 
included the line ‘Feels so right, it can’t be wrong’.
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Mentally, I’m a size eight. Compulsive-eating F, 52, 

WLTM man to 25 for whom the phrase ‘beauty is only skin-

deep’ is both a lifestyle choice and a religious ethos. Box 

no. 5115.

I’ve been parachuted in to return this column to its usual 

standard. Man, 96. Box no. 3270.

Drooling, toothless sociopath (M, 57) seeks F any age to 

help make this abandoned gas station kiosk feel more like 

home. Must bring shoes (size 10). Box no. 5310.

Tall, handsome, well-built, articulate, intelligent, sensi-

tive, yet often grossly inaccurate man, 21. Cynics (and some 

cheap Brentwood psychiatrists) may say ‘pathological 

liar’, but I like to use ‘creative with reality’. Join me in my 

36-bedroomed mansion on my Gloucestershire estate, set 

in 400 acres of wild-stag populated woodland. East Ham.12 

Box no. 0620.

Time is the serenest beauty of the camp, but only I 

have the reflexes of a fox. And a badger’s sense of smell. 

Woman. 51. Box no. 0522.

I vacillate wildly between a number of archetypes 

including, but not limited to, Muriel Spark witticism-

trading doyenne, Mariella Frostrup charismatic socialite, 

brooding, intense Marianne Faithfull visionary, and  

kleptomaniac Germaine Greer amateur upholsterer and 

12  East Ham is a built-up urban district in the London Borough of Newham and 
not, in fact, in Gloucestershire, which is a county in the southwest of England.
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ladies’ league darts champion.13 Woman, 43. Everything 

I just said was a lie. Apart from the bit about darts. And 

kleptomania. Great tits though. Box no. 2236.

Rippling hunk of a guy; washboard stomach, blonde, 

blue-eyed, not quite 50, WLTM woman with open mind 

and some experience of hallucinogens. Box no. 4532.

Two out of every ten times I’m absolutely correct. Man, 

35, (Islington). Non-smoker, academic, caring, solvent, 

passionate, articulate, full head of hair. Box no. 7326.

Just as chugging on a bottle of White Lightning14 on 

a park bench will make you nauseous and diminish the 

respect of your peers, yet taking just a glass of cold cider on 

a barmy summer evening will quench your thirst and take 

you back to heady days frolicking in West Country apple 

orchards, so it is with this ad. Man, 37. Refreshing in small 

sips where the delicate nuances of Somerset burst through 

full and flavoursome, but anything bigger and you’ll end up 

puking over your own shoes and smelling of wee. Box no. 

8930.

My advert comes in the form of interpretive dance. Man, 

62. Box no. 4458.

13  Muriel Spark (1918–2006)—Scottish novelist whose works include The Prime 
of Miss Jean Brodie. Mariella Frostrup (b. 1962)—television presenter, panellist and 
critic. Germaine Greer (b. 1939)—Australian writer, scholar, critic and author of 
the 1970 international best-seller The Female Eunuch.

14  White Lightning—fermented corn syrup marketed as cider by brewers Scottish 
Courage. Synonymous with British hooligan youth culture and vagrant street-
drinking in the early 2000s due to its low price, wide availability and high alcohol 
concentration (7.5 percent alcohol by volume).
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I’m the entire third chapter from that shite book they 

compiled from these ads.15 Go figure. Man, 57. Box no. 

0733.

Sent to prison by a military court for a crime he didn’t 

commit, this man (32) promptly escaped from a maxi-

mum security stockade into the Los Angeles underground. 

Today, still wanted by the government, he survives as a 

soldier of fortune. If you have a problem—if no one else 

can help—and if you can find him—maybe you can fall in 

love with irritating TV trivia genius, wearing white socks 

regardless of the colour of his trousers.16 Box no. 0533.

Sweet Caroline (da, da, daaa)—good times never felt so 

good. Man, 42—bouncy and irritating like a bad tune you 

can’t get out of your head. Come on, Silver Lady, take my 

hand—I won’t walk out on you again, believe me. Thank 

your lucky stars at box no. 0618 that we’re not as smart as 

we like to think we are. Cambs.17

At first glance you may consider me a true modernist 

in the von Webern sense, but—like him—deep down I’m 

15  They Call Me Naughty Lola, a collection of personal adverts from the London 
Review of Books. Published in 2006 by Profile in the UK and Scribner in the US. The 
third chapter was called ‘Last time I had this much fun, I was on forty tablets a 
day’.

16  The advert references the opening sequence of NBC TV series The A-Team, 
which ran for five seasons between 1983 and 1987.

17  ‘Sweet Caroline’—written and performed by Neil Diamond and taken 
from the album Sweet Caroline (1969, UNI/MCA). It reached number four in the 
Billboard charts. ‘Silver Lady’—written by Tony Macaulay and Geoff Stephens and 
performed by David Soul on his album Playing to an Audience of One (1977, Private 
Stock Records). The song reached number one in the UK singles chart. ‘Lucky 
Stars’—written by Dean Friedman and performed by Friedman and Denise Marsa. 
Taken from the album “Well, Well”, Said The Rocking Chair (1978, Lifesong). Reached 
number three in the UK charts.
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very much a romantic.18 As my collection of taxidermied 

amphibians will testify. Man, 60. Box no. 9444.

Why waste time in the bath? M, 45, with secret to natural, 

water-free cleanliness—psychic showering, bathe in your 

own karma (patent pending). Seeks woman to 50 for 

invigorating wash-down in the fountain of the mind. Must 

be prepared to lose friends and never be allowed in restau-

rants again. Box no. 0217.

Man, 42. WLTM woman to 50 to help harness the disap-

pointment I routinely create in all my relationships. Own 

tap shoes an advantage. Box no. 3868.

Being a Capricorn with an ascendant Sagittarius, I only 

ever date women in February when my moon is in the 

seventh house. If you’re a Virgo with Leo or Aries rising, 

or Taurus with Pisces or Gemini rising, or Cancer with an 

Aquarian moon, or Libra with a cousin called Derek, or 

Scorpio with a dachshund, write now to Sunday newspaper 

columnist and conjurer (M, 53), fast running out of excuses 

as to why he hasn’t had sex in over three years. Strictly no 

women with a fear of cats. Or a reluctance to participate in 

pagan rejuvenation rites involving the drinking of our own 

urine. Box no. 9783.

‘Go on, son, hit me in the stomach’. Everybody’s boring 

uncle, 51 (‘and I got this scar in Korea’). Box no. 0534.

18  Anton von Webern (1883–1945)—Austrian composer and conductor and a 
member of the Second Viennese School. He was accidentally shot and killed by a 
US soldier on 15 September 1945.
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