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Feature to Show: 
 
The Politics of Boom and Bust 
 
This feature is completely timely and relevant in any American Government 
course – the discussion of the current economic crisis and its effects on the 
American government and psyche.   
 

 
Pages : 14, 106, 126, 223, 240, 262, 303

 
Feature to Show: 
 
At Issue… 
 
This important feature introduces a hot topic in American politics and culture and 
then provides information and opinions from both sides of the issue. This allows the 
students to decide for themselves which side to favor while understanding the 
opposing argument.  
 

Tabbing Guide for Schmidt Brief  1 
 



 Tabbing Guide for Schmidt 
Brief

 
Pages: 34, 52, 73, 147, 255, 324, 345  

Feature to Show: 
 
Making a Difference  
 
The theme of this text is political participation and engagement in American politics. 
At the end of each chapter the authors suggest ways that citizens (focused on 
students) can actually get involved and make a difference in the realm of American 
politics. Active involvement is stressed throughout the text and these ‘Making a 
Difference” sections provide real actions that students can take to influence 
government at every level.  
 

 
Pages: 16, 41, 62, 88, 112, 139, 169, 197, 224, 249, 274, 298, 326, 355
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Feature to Show: 
 
Discussion and Analysis/ Helpful Online Resources 
 
Placed conveniently at the end of each chapter are relevant and current ideas 
and topics for discussion, debate, and study. This section helps both students 
and instructors find research ideas and class discussion ideas that truly 
reinforce concepts and processes of American government. The ‘Helpful 
Online Resources’ provides links to pertinent websites and data bases which 
align with the topics and institutions of each chapter.  
 

 
 
 
Pedagogical Features 
 
Throughout every chapter there are a variety of large and pronounced images that 
correspond in an interesting way with the topic of the chapter and section. Under 
each of these is not only a description of the image but questions pertaining to the 
concepts that the images represent. These questions are designed to challenge the 
student’s critical thinking skills and knowledge of concepts and processes. This is a 
great benefit to the text and it is sure to spark debate and ‘thinking outside the box’ 
exercises in the classroom.  
 
Below are several examples of such pedagogy: 
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Rich pedagogy can be found in every chapter. Here are some interesting 
pages: 
Ch.1 – 2, 5, 9, 10  
Ch.2 – 23, 24, 28, 36 
Ch.3 – 47, 53, 55, 56, 58, 60 
Ch.4 – 69, 70, 74, 80, 83 
Ch.5 – 95, 97, 99, 102, 104, 111 
Ch.6 – 120, 121, 124, 129, 136 
Ch.7 – 143, 150, 156, 166,  
Ch.8 – 174, 175, 176, 188, 193 
Ch.9 – 203, 205, 211, 214, 217, 218 
Ch.10 – 231, 234, 235, 236, 242, 246 
Ch.11 – 257, 261, 264, 266, 267 
Ch.12 – 282, 284, 288, 295, 297 
Ch.13 – 307, 311, 313, 312, 320 
Ch.14 – 332, 334, 335, 338, 340, 343, 347, 352 
 
Chart, Graphs, and other depictions 
 
This text is loaded with helpful graphs and charts which allow complex data to easily 
be comprehended. From congressional flow charts to graphical depictions of 
Gerrymandering, these pedagogical items drive home concepts and breakdown 
challenging institutions into manageable material which benefits the student.  
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Pedagogy of this type can be found all through the text. Here are some 
recommended pages: 32, 39, 117, 128, 146, 160, 161, 190, 191, 194, 209, 
212, 220, 244, 248, 254, 256, 258, 281, 282, 318, and 319.  
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