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Quiz 1

Origins
 1. Where did India ink originate?

 2. Where did Panama hats originate?

 3. Where did the Norway rat originate?

 4. In what country was Hollandaise sauce 
created?

 5. Where did Dutch clocks originate?

 6. Where did the polka originate?

 7. Where did Chinese checkers originate?

 8. Where did Danish pastries originate?

 9. In what country did French horns originate?

 10. Where is Venetian glass made?

 11. In what country did Great Danes originate?

 12. Where did guinea pigs originate?

 13. Which nation invented vodka?
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2 SORRY, WRONG ANSWER

 14.  According to the evidence, where did French 
fries probably originate?

 15. Where do Jordan almonds come from?

 16. Where did French poodles originate?

 17. Where did the ukulele originate?

 18. In what city did the Harlem Globetrotters 
originate?

 19. Where did Venetian blinds originate?

 20. Where did tulips originate?

 21. Where do diamonds originate?

 22. What was the original purpose of what we 
today call an umbrella?

 23. In what country did Russian dressing originate?

 24. Where did coff ee originate?

 25. Where did the bagpipe originate?

 26. Where did bullfi ghting originate?

 27. Where did (sweet) oranges originate?

 28. Where did pineapples originate?
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ORIGINS 3

Quiz 1 Answers

Origins

 1. India ink originated in China.

 2. Panama hats originated in Ecuador. Th ey were 
shipped fi rst to Panama before being shipped to their 
destinations in Asia, the rest of the Americas, and 
Europe. Many imitations exist, including those made in 
Hong Kong.

 3. Th e Norway rat (Rattus norvegicus) originated in 
North China.

 4. Hollandaise sauce, made after the manner of a 
Dutch sauce, originated in France.

 5. Dutch clocks originated in Germany.

 6. Th e polka did not originate in Poland but in east-
ern Bulgaria, from which it spread to Prague, Czechoslo-
vakia, in the 1830s. Th e polka reached Paris by 1840 and 
swept the dance fl oors of Europe and the United States. 
In Poland, a variation did develop, becoming the famil-
iar Polish polka.

 7. Chinese checkers did not originate in China; rather, 
the game with colored marbles in a star-shaped board is 
a modern version of a nineteenth-century English game 
called Halma, which became popular in the United States 
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4 SORRY, WRONG ANSWER

during the 1930s. Although the game of Chinese check-
ers is played in China, it entered there from England via 
the United States and Japan.

 8. Danish pastries did not originate in Denmark but 
in Austria. Inspired by Turkish baklava, Danish pastries 
derived their name from the Danish cook L. C. Klitteng, 
who popularized them in western Europe and the United 
States in the early twentieth century and who baked 
Danish pastries for U.S. President Woodrow Wilson in 
1915. In Denmark and much of Scandinavia, Danish pas-
tries are called Viennese bread.

 9. French horns originated in Germany.

 10. Venetian glass is made not in Venice but in Murano, 
an island suburb of Venice.

 11. Great Danes originated not in Denmark but in 
Germany.

 12. Guinea pigs did not originate in Guinea, Africa, but 
in South America’s Andes.

 13. Vodka (“little water” in Russian) originated in 
Poland, not in Russia.

 14. French fries originated not in France but in Bel-
gium. A gentleman of Liège named Rodolphe de Warsage, 
who was born in 1876, wrote of bringing home French 
fries from the shops where they were prepared. Th e deli-
cacy spread to the north of France, especially to Lille.
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ORIGINS 5

 15. Jordan almonds come not from Jordan but from 
Spain. Th e name is a corruption of the Middle English 
jardin almande, jardin being the Middle French and mod-
ern French for “garden.”

 16. French poodles originated in Germany, where 
the poodle was bred and trained to jump into water to 
retrieve ducks. By the way, French poodle doesn’t describe 
an offi  cial type of poodle; those designations are stan-
dard, miniature, and toy.

 17. Th e ukulele originated not in Hawaii but in Portu-
gal. Th e ukulele is a slight variation of the Portuguese 
cavaquinho, an instrument that evolved from a small 
guitar called a machete. Portuguese sailors, in the late 
1800s, brought the cavaquinho to the Sandwich Islands 
(which were renamed Hawaii). Th e Hawaiians called the 
instrument ukulele, from Hawaiian uku (“fl ea”) and lele 
(“jumping”).

 18. Th e Harlem Globetrotters originated in Chicago. 
No players were from New York. Th e Harlem Globetrot-
ters were organized in Chicago by Abe Saperstein in 
1926. Saperstein chose the name Harlem to call attention 
to the ethnicity of the players and to persuade people to 
“think they had been around.”

 19. Although Venetian blinds were popular in Venice, 
they originated in Japan, where they were made from 
bamboo.

 20. Tulips originated not in the Netherlands, with 
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6 SORRY, WRONG ANSWER

which they have long been associated, but in cen-
tral Asia. In fact, both the fl ower and its name origi-
nated in the Persian Empire. Th e fl ower is indigenous 
to Iran, Afghanistan, Turkey, and other parts of central 
Asia.

 21. Diamonds originate from volcanoes, formed under 
extreme heat and pressure beneath the earth and brought 
to the surface in volcanic eruptions.

 22. Th e original purpose of umbrellas was to provide 
shade from the sun. Th ey appeared in ancient Egyptian, 
Greek, and Chinese art and have been around for thou-
sands of years. True, some umbrella-like objects came to 
be used by the Chinese to protect people from the rain, 
but the fi rst use of the objects was to protect people from 
the sun. When the Chinese used them to protect against 
the rain, they waxed or lacquered them.

 23. Russian dressing was invented in the United States 
in the late 1800s or early 1900s. Some claim that the 
name came from the condiment’s originally including 
caviar, a food associated with Russia. During the cold 
war, many United States restaurants called the dressing 
sweet tomato dressing.

 24. Coff ee originated not in Latin America but in 
Africa, in Kaff a, a southwest province of Ethiopia. In 
fact, etymologists link the word coff ee to “Kaff a.” Before 
Jesuit missionaries introduced the plant to Colum-
bia and other parts of Latin America, Arab traders had 
brought the seed home from Africa and grew their own 
plant, known as Coff ea arabica.
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 25. Th e bagpipe did not originate in Scotland, but it 
did become a national symbol there soon after it was 
fi rst introduced in the fi fteenth century. Pipes with a 
bag attached were written about in ancient times and 
were depicted in ancient Egyptian, Persian, Grecian, and 
Roman art. Th e bagpipe was used in Europe from 900 to 
1500 and in the British Isles, where the Romans intro-
duced it, during the early Middle Ages.

 26. Bullfi ghting has roots in prehistoric bull worship 
and sacrifi ces, as when ancient soldiers in the Roman 
Empire killed sacred bulls in religious ceremonies. 
Indeed, bullfi ghting is often linked to Rome, where 
human beings would often fi ght animals in public con-
tests. Some theorists believe that bullfi ghting was 
introduced into Hispania by Emperor Claudius dur-
ing his short-lived ban on gladiatorial games. From 
Spain, bullfi ghting spread to Spanish Central and South 
American colonies and then to France in the nineteenth 
century.

 27. Sweet oranges (Citrus sinensis) originated in South-
east Asia. Oranges got to Florida and California by 
Spaniards during the Columbus expeditions. Although 
oranges were cultivated in Florida in the sixteenth cen-
tury, they did not arrive in California until the late eigh-
teenth century.

 28. Pineapples did not originate in Hawaii (where they 
were introduced in 1790 by explorer James Cook) but in 
the inland areas of Brazil and Paraguay. When European 
explorers discovered the tropical fruit, they called it pine-
apple (fi rst recorded in 1664) because of its resemblance 
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to what is now known as the pinecone. Originally, the 
English word pineapple was used to describe the repro-
ductive organs of conifer trees (now called pinecones). Th e 
term pinecone, fi rst recorded in 1694, was used to replace 
the original meaning of pineapple.
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