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THE ELLEMENTS OF CHRISTINA

 E
VER S INCE OFFICE   
manager extraordinaire 
Joan Holloway sashayed 
into the Mad Men office 
in a jewel-tone sheath 
that was precision-cut to 
follow her every contour, 

every eye in the room—and in living 
rooms across America—has been 
locked on her. Expressions like “va-
va-voom” were invented to describe 
women like Christina Hendricks, who 
plays Joan, but it’s not just her body 
that holds our attention: Joan oozes 
condescension and a bossy sex appeal 
that makes every gesture magnetic. 
“Joan is the kind of person who knows 
that every second, at least one person is 
watching her,” says Hendricks. “Every 
time she stands or moves, she’s doing it 
for someone else.”

When Mad Men first hit, Hendricks, 
35, was as “confused and surprised” as 
any woman would be to find that her 
body had become a cultural talking 
point. Hendricks had worked for years 
as a model before landing in TV-land 
with roles on ER and Kevin Hill. In all 
that time, no one had seemed particu-
larly fascinated with her form. “It really 
is my body type; it’s my mom’s body 
type; it’s how I grew up; it’s how I’ve 
looked in other TV shows,” she says. 
But when Joan entered the picture, “it 
was the first thing people were talking 
to me about.”

Right away, she was credited with 
having ushered in a new era of volup-

tuousness. Once the sheer strangeness 
of that wore off, she saw the benefit of 
the attention. “So many women have 
said encouraging things to me, told 
me it’s been inspiring to them, that I 
feel like it is something to celebrate,” 
she says and laughs. “Honestly, for 
people to be nice about anything is so 
darn rare in this town.” (When nay-
sayers remark on her cleavage- 
showcasing dresses, she shrugs: “I’ve 
had people be like, ‘I can’t believe 
she’s wearing that—it accentuates her 
breasts!’ Look, they’re not going any-
where. They can’t be hidden!”)

What does her husband, actor 
Geoffrey Arend of (500) Days of Sum-
mer, whom she married in 2009, think 
of the world’s fixation on his wife’s 
particular assets? “He’s like, ‘I’ve been 
telling you this for years,’ ” she says.

The real Hendricks lacks even a 
hint of Joan’s officiousness, but there is 
something old-fashioned about her. 
She says things like “shoot” and 
“darn,” and favors clothes that hark 
back to bombshells of yore. That, plus 
her milky complexion and sweet halo 
of Titian-red curls, makes it all the 
more difficult to picture her first real 
fashion statement, as a teenage goth. 
Hendricks’ father was in the U.S. For-
est Service; when she was growing 
up, the family moved from forest to 
forest, landing in Tennessee, Oregon, 
Georgia, Idaho. (“When I go back to 
Idaho and I smell the farms and the 
cows, everyone says, ‘It smells!’ and 

On her alter ego: “To wear 
clothes the way Joan does—
body-conscious, form-fitting 

things that aren’t inappropriate 
but are definitely to her 

benefit—it shows how self-aware 
she is.” Opposite: A flower pin 

adds insouciance to a seriously 
curvy dress by one of Hendricks’ 
favorite designers, L’Wren Scott.

Among her  
scents, Hendricks' 
favorite, L’Artisan 

Parfumeur Premier 
Figuier; right: A sign 

of stardom—her 
own bobblehead

CHRISTINA HENDRICKS
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I’m like, ‘It’s home to me!’ It’s so com-
forting. There’s definitely a small-town 
girl in me.”)

But a move to Virginia when she 
was in high school rubbed her the 
wrong way. “It sounds silly, but that was 
the big city to me,” she says. She wanted 
to stand out from her Heathers-esque 
schoolmates, to prove, “I’m nothing 
like you; I’m not mean and harsh and 
judgmental, and I’m not cheering on 
when people get in fights”—and she did 
it with black nails, black clothes, black 
lipstick, baby-powder-white face, and a 
bob “that changed from black to fire-
engine red to purple, depending on the 
month.” With the money from her first 
job as a shampoo girl at a local salon, 
she bought a black leather motorcycle 
jacket and knee-high Dr. Martens. 

Nowadays her look—and her life—
are the polar opposite: “Feminine and 
girly,” she says. “I love ruffles and flow-
ers and all those things that you would 
never see Joan in.” With her figure, 
though, a little bit of froufrou goes a 
long way. “The key for me is tailoring 
and showing my waistline. I used to 
fight that, because I just loved these bil-
lowy, silky, romantic things that just 
didn’t fit my body type,” she says.  
“Finally, it was like, ‘Okay, let other girls 
wear those.’ I’ve got to recognize what 
works for me.” She’s gleaned some use-
ful tips from Joan. “I’ve learned about 
tailoring and about what’s most flatter-
ing. I’ve definitely stolen ideas from 
her,” she says. Now when she goes 
shopping and falls in love with some-
thing that’s not quite right—and finding 
something that fits perfectly off the rack 
is rare—“instead of going, ‘Oh, shoot, it 
doesn’t fit,’ I go, ‘How can I make it 
fit?’ ” she says. “Once you have that 
knowledge, you just know how much 
easier it makes your life.”

Hendricks, photographed in her lobby, 
steps out in a ruffled Oscar de la Renta 
dress and a cheeky beret.

SILHOUETTE SAVVY
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INSPIRATION BOARD

L’WREN SCOTT

JOHN GALLIANO AT 
BERGDORF GOODMAN

PORTS 1961

RALPH LAUREN

EBAY

WHEN IT COMES TO DRESSING HER  
EXCEPTIONAL CURVES, HENDRICKS REINS IN 

HER GIRLISH INSTINCTS AND GOES FOR  
HIGH-IMPACT SIMPLICITY. 

Although the actress admits her personal style is more romantic than that of  
her TV alter ego, they do share the same philosophy on curves: If you’ve got 
them, emphasize them. Instead of feeling discouraged when something doesn’t fit 
perfectly, Hendricks makes it work: “If I find a dress I love that’s not for someone 
with my bust size, I’ll take it to a tailor and have them add a piece of lace in the 
neckline, and suddenly, it’s a whole new dress!” The model-turned-actress’s secret 
is to find—and then tweak—pieces that accentuate and sculpt her figure, not hide 
it or tart it up. 
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Hendricks has learned that diaphanous layers—her secret passion—aren’t the 
most flattering for women with her build. Instead, she gets her fix of feminine 

whimsy with svelte dresses, like this Zac Posen stunner, that showcase her shape.

“THE KEY FOR ME IS 
TAILORING AND SHOWING 

MY WAISTLINE.”
CHR IS T INA

JUST ONE THING

SILHOUETTE SAVVY
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