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Carver paced in the control room, watching over the front forty. 
The towers were spread out before him in perfect neat rows. 
They hummed quietly and effi ciently and even with all he 

knew, Carver had to marvel at what technology had wrought. So much 
in so little space. Not a stream but a swift and torrid river of data fl ow-
ing by him every day. Growing in front of him in tall steel stalks. All he 
needed to do was to reach in, to look and to choose. It was like panning 
for gold.

But it was easier.
He checked the overhead temperature gauges. All was perfect in 

the server room. He lowered his eyes to the screens on the workstations 
in front of him. His three engineers worked in concert on the current 
project. An attempted breach thwarted by Carver’s skill and readiness. 
Now the reckoning.

The  would- be intruder could not penetrate the walls of the farm-
house, but he had left his fi ngerprints all over it. Carver smiled as he 
watched his men retrieve the bread crumbs, tracing the IP address 
through the traffi c nodes, a  high- speed chase back to the source. Soon 
Carver would know who his opponent was, what fi rm he was with, 
what he had been looking for and the advantage he hoped to gain. And 
Carver would take a retaliatory action that would leave the hapless con-
tender crumpled and destroyed. Carver showed no mercy. Ever.

The mantrap alert buzzed from overhead.
“Screens,” Carver said.
The three young men at the workstations typed commands in uni-

son, which hid their work from the visitors. The control room door 
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opened and McGinnis stepped in with a man in a suit. Carver had never 
seen him before.

“This is our control room and through the windows there, you see 
what we call the ‘front forty,’ ” McGinnis said. “All of our colocation 
services are centered here. This is primarily where your fi rm’s material 
would be held. We have forty towers in here holding close to a thousand 
dedicated servers. And, of course, there’s room for more. We’ll never 
run out of room.”

The man in the suit nodded thoughtfully.
“I’m not worried about room. Our concern is security.”
“Yes, this is why we stepped in here. I wanted you to meet Wesley 

Carver. Wesley wears a number of hats around here. He is our chief 
technology offi cer as well as our top threat engineer and the designer of 
the data center. He can tell you all you need to know about colocation 
security.”

Another dog and pony show. Carver shook the suit’s hand. He was 
introduced as David Wyeth of the St. Louis law fi rm Mercer and Gis-
sal. It sounded like crisp white shirts and tweed. Carver noticed that 
Wyeth had a barbecue stain on his tie. Whenever they came into town 
McGinnis took them to eat at Rosie’s Barbecue.

Carver gave Wyeth the show by rote, covering everything and say-
ing everything the  silk- stocking lawyer wanted to hear. Wyeth was on 
a  barbecue- and- due- diligence mission. He would go back to St. Louis 
and report on how impressed he had been. He would tell them that this 
was the way to go if the fi rm wanted to keep up with changing tech-
nologies and times.

And McGinnis would get another contract.
All the while he spoke, Carver was thinking about the intruder 

they had been chasing. Out there somewhere, not expecting the come-
uppance that was speeding toward him. Carver and his young disciples 
would loot his personal bank accounts, take his identity and hide photos 
of men having sex with  eight- year- old boys on his work computer. Then 
he would crash it with a replicating virus. When the intruder couldn’t 
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fi x it he would call in an expert. The photos would be found and the 
police would be called.

The intruder would no longer be a concern. Another threat kept 
away by the Scarecrow.

“Wesley?” McGinnis said.
Carver came out of the reverie. The suit had asked a question. 

Carver had already forgotten his name.
“Excuse me?”
“Mr. Wyeth asked if the colocation center had ever been breached.”
McGinnis was smiling, already knowing the answer.
“No, sir, we’ve never been breached. To be honest, there have been a 

few attempts. But they have failed, resulting in disastrous consequences 
for those who tried.”

The suit nodded somberly.
“We represent the cream of the crop of St. Louis,” he said. “The 

integrity of our fi les and our client list is paramount to all we do. That’s 
why I came here personally.”

That and the strip club McGinnis took you to, Carver thought but 
didn’t say. He smiled instead but there was no warmth in it. He was 
glad McGinnis had reminded him of the suit’s name.

“Don’t worry, Mr. Wyeth,” he said. “Your crops will be safe on this 
farm.”

Wyeth smiled back.
“That’s what I wanted to hear,” he said.

82439 i-vi 001-442 r6tr.indd   582439 i-vi 001-442 r6tr.indd   5 3/24/09   11:27:39 AM3/24/09   11:27:39 AM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use this Distiller setting for RRD jobs.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




